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Vocabulary 
Relative Age 

Unconformity 

Erosional Surface 

Subsidence 

Uplift 

Emergence 

Submergence 

Uniformitarianism 

Superposition 

Original Horizontality 
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Report Sheet 

 
Cross Section A Cross Section B 

 Event/Description Event/Description 
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Summing Up 
 

1. What assumptions do you make when you determine the relative ages of rock layers? 

 a.  

 b. 

 c.  

  

2.  What is a possible cause for an exception to the above rules? 

 a.  

 

3. How does the age of a fold or fault compare with the age of the rocks in which it is found? 

 

 

4. Why is an igneous intrusion always younger than the rocks in which it is found? 

 

 

5. Explain why an unconformity indicates that a long time has passed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonus: Print a copy of “BONUS FOR INVESTIGATING GEOLOGIC EVENTS” on website 


