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Student Information Survey

Name: 
 Period


Address 
 Your (cell) telephone #


Name of adult you are living with:

Adult’s Phone Number: 


Parent/guardian name(s) and last name, if different from yours.



   Day Phone #




   Day Phone #


Please check the grade you are in:
 □9th
□10th
□11th
□12th
Check all that you have:

	□ a computer
	□ Internet access
	□ a cell phone
	□ a digital camera
	□ an iPod

	□ a calculator
	
	
	
	


Science:


Who was your Living Environment teacher?



What was your grade in the class?
 ...your grade on the LE Regents was:



If you took Earth Science before, who was your teacher?



Are you taking any other science this year?
 (which one)

If you would like me to use email to communicate with you, what is your email address?
How old are you?
When is your birthday? 


How many....brothers__________   sisters__________ do you have?

What are your favorite hobbies or interests?


What are your favorite sports?

Describe what you think earth science has to deal with? (Please don’t say “the earth”; be more specific)
Science Safety Agreement

Safety is of utmost concern in a science lab course.  Consequently, the student will:
· Follow all written and oral instructions given by the teacher. 

· Ask questions, or state concerns before beginning a lab procedure. 

· Behave in a manner that will ensure the health and safety of all people in the laboratory or classroom at all times. 

· Use protective devices for my eyes, face, hands, body and clothing during laboratory activities. 

· Know the location and use of first aid and fire extinguishing equipment. 

· Refrain from eating, drinking, chewing gum or applying cosmetics in the laboratory. 

· Keep my work area clean and free of clutter during lab class. 

· I understand and realize that many accidents are caused by carelessness and being in a hurry. I will come to class prepared to be responsible so that the safety and welfare of myself and others is not jeopardized.

· I have read the set of written science safety rules prepared by my teacher and agree to follow these and any other rules.  Students must know and follow the science safety rules and sign the science safety agreement before participating in any science labs. Parents must read and sign the science safety agreement acknowledging the need for their child to follow the safety rules and procedures as set out by the contract.

· Parents and students acknowledge that if the student and/or parent refuses to sign the science safety agreement or the student subsequently repeatedly refuses to follow the science safety rules and procedures, the student will be banned from participation in the science labs. The parents and students acknowledge that lack of participation in the assigned science labs will reduce the student's grade and prohibit them from taking the Regents, as noted in the welcome letter you have signed.
Date _________________ Student signature___________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________

Please list any known allergies or health problems: (If additional space is needed, please use the back of this sheet.): ______________________________________


Contact lenses should not be worn in the laboratory as certain chemical fumes or small particulate may become lodged under the lens. All students are required to wear goggles during procedures which involve the use of chemicals, dissection or projectiles.

Contract For Success
Fall 2007

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:

This is a summary of our “Contract For Success”.  Please review them so that you are aware of our school and classroom practices and policies.  You agree to:
1. Arrive in class on time, every day, prepared to learn.

2. Make sure to bring all the materials you need to class (binder, workbook, calculator, pen/pencil).

3. Complete all homework nightly and hand it in at the beginning of class.

4. Complete all laboratory assignments and hand them in on time.

5. Ask questions in a respectful manner.

6. Attend extra help sessions if you need them – during your lunch periods, or as Mr. Dutchen’s schedule permits.

7. Conduct yourself as a young adult in the classroom and outside the classroom at all times.

8. Make sure that all electronic items (CD players, cell phones, MP3 players, etc) are turned off and put away in class.  They are against the rules of the school and are not permitted to be used in the classroom.

Science is unique in that it is both a body of knowledge (at least a critical core of information) and, equally importantly, a way of looking at the world around us.  Most of us have learned to deal with the first of these ideas quite well, the solution being to memorize facts.  It is in the second area that many of us encounter difficulty.  I expect mastery of content, of course, but it is the equally necessary to achieve an understanding of the underlying processes.  You will see these two themes in our daily class, on exams and on the Regents. This course depends on your involvement, so be ready.  Please see me immediately if there is anything you wish to talk about.

I look forward to a wonderful, exciting and informative year with you.  Welcome to high school, Earth Science and my class.

Mr. Dutchen

September 2007

Today’s Date


Student’s Signature


Parent/Guardian Signature


(Parents, please indicate where I may reach you during the day
)
Contract For Success
Fall 2007
Welcome.  The New York State Regents Earth Science course of study is challenging and well designed to prepare you to be critical thinkers in our society.  To help you succeed, I will try to make it interesting and enjoyable. Your job is to participate and be prepared. Participation involves doing all the work, cooperating, paying attention and asking questions. Preparation includes having the right attitude and materials.  Attached to this “contract” and “safety agreement”, are guides and sample Regents questions to begin to help you do well.  
You have received a textbook – please keep it at home for assignments.  You also have received a review book. This must be brought to class every day.  You are responsible for all class work and assignments, whether you are in class or not.  Each student should obtain a phone number of more than one reliable classmate.  Remember: all assignments must be handed in by the dates assigned – absence is not an excuse.  As is consistent with school policy, assignments are posted on WWW.SCHOOLNOTES.COM/11575/mrdutchen.html) to reach my page.  If you register your email address at this site, you will automatically receive notifications when changes are made.  Additional information about downloading notes and assignments will be given in class.
ATTENDANCE/LATENESS: If you miss class, but are in school, then assignments are due with the rest of class. If you miss school (legally), then you have the number of days you were absent to make it up. If there are special circumstances, please see me to discuss this. Also, see me to make up any missed labs.  Excessive absences make it difficult for you to keep up with the class, affecting not only yourself but your classmates as well. If you are not in your seat with your notebook open when the late bell rings, you are LATE.
CLASS PREPARATION:  This probably will be a unique classroom experience for most of you. Together we will try many different and exciting activities throughout the year. I invite you to ask many questions this year. Don’t be shy in my classroom. Here is a list of items that are required for my class. You must have these every day.
· Loose leaf notebook- you will be receiving many handouts, and will often need to hand in assignments.
· Pen or pencil
· Readings or other completed assignments
· Various other items as needed for a lab or activity
· Brief Review “textbook”
TESTS: Tests are usually made up of multiple choice questions, critical thinking questions and a lab activity section.  Generally, tests are based on 100 points and coincide with units or topics we complete in class.
QUIZZES: Quizzes may be announced or unannounced; they may also be written or oral. Be prepared take a quiz weekly. Quizzes are out of 10, unless otherwise stated.

HOMEWORK/NOTEBOOK: You will have some form of homework every day (except Friday). Homework assignments are designed to help emphasize what you learned in class and help prepare you for what we will be doing in class the following day. Homework, notebooks and class work are part of the process of being prepared for learning. 

Set up your notebook by creating sections using tabs (or any other way that works for you)

First tab title = 
“References” Section, and will contain:
Earth Science Reference Tables (ESRT)
Student Expectation Sheet 

Grade Calculation Sheet - you will keep track of your own grades in the course! :-) 

Second tab title = “Class Notes” Section

Third tab title = “Homework” Section

Many students find it useful to bring colored pencils, a 3-hole punch (that traps the paper) and extra pens and pencils in a zip lock bag.  They 3-hole punch the bag and keep it in their Earth Science notebook. Other useful items are: a calculator, compass and protractor.  However, these are not required and will be provided as we need them.  
GRADING: The Science Department grading policy is as follows: 

· Quizzes and Exams: 25%
· Class Activity (participation, notebook): 25%

· Lab Assignments: 25%
· Homework: 25%
EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS: New York State requires a standardized exam in Earth Science at they end of the year.  This exam consists of 2 main components – a lab practical and a written assessment.  To be permitted to take the exam (and to receive credit for the course toward graduation), you must also complete 1200 minutes of (approximately 30) lab activities. If you don’t complete the required lab work, then you cannot take the Regents at the end of the year.  We will discuss the exam and the labs in more detail in class.
LAB ASSIGNMENTS: Lab activities constitute an important component of the class.  Labs are used to reinforce concepts and often to introduce new ones.  Each student must successfully complete their lab experiences by May 21.  Section 207 of the Education Law, Section 8.2c of the Rules of the Board of Regents states: "Only those persons who have satisfactorily met the laboratory Requirements as stated in the State syllabus for a science shall be admitted to the Regents examination in such science."

It is the student's responsibility to successfully write lab reports expressing their knowledge of the laboratory experiences and submit them on time.  Failure by a student to fully meet their laboratory responsibility (as defined by the State of New York Education Department) in a successful and timely manner will result in the student being denied admission to the Earth Science Regents Examination.  Parents, please contact me with any questions on your child's eligibility.

NOTE: Immediately following a legal absence, students must arrange with me to attend extra help to make up the lab and prepare the lab reports to meet acceptable quality requirements.  Lab reports submitted more than 2 days later can still be used to meet the laboratory “minutes” regulation, but will receive a grade maximum of 75.
SOME OTHER THINGS:

· Do not write or draw in crayon – anytime, anywhere

· Do not use red ink
· Nothing handed in is to be written in pencil, with the exception of drawings and charts)
· All written assignments must be neat, preferably typed or computer printed

CLASS BEHAVIOR: 
To succeed in life you need a good education, positive attitude and values.  These are the same things you need to succeed in school and in my class.  You will receive a good education.  What you make of it is up to you.  RESPECT reflects your values and attitude.
· Over all other concerns, is RESPECT.  When in doubt, ask yourself “Is my behavior respectful of others and myself?”  You are expected to – respect yourself, respect each other, respect the school and be respectful of your teachers and other school leaders.  This is a non-negotiable item.
· All school rules apply (remember, RESPECT others)
· Be prepared. Bring the necessary materials to class every day. (RESPECT yourself)
· Don’t waste class time. (RESPECT – all of the above)
Science is unique in that it is both a body of knowledge (at least a critical core of information) and, equally importantly, a way of looking at the world.  Most of us have learned to deal with the first of these ideas quite well, the solution being to memorize facts.  It is in the second area that many encounter difficulty.  I expect mastery of content, of course, but it is equally necessary to achieve an understanding of the underlying processes.  You will see these two themes in our daily class, on exams and on the Regents. This course depends on your involvement.  Please see me immediately if there is anything you wish to talk about.
I look forward to a wonderful, exciting and informative year with you.  Welcome to high school, Earth Science and my class.
Mr. Dutchen
September 2007
Sample Regents Questions

Part A – Multiple Choice 


Part B – Constructed Response
[image: image1.png]Base your answers to questions 47 through 49 on the graph below, which shows the amount of insolation
during one year at four different latitudes on Earth's surface.
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47 This graph shows that insolation varies with

(1) latitude and time of day (3) longitude and time of day
(2) latitude and time of year (4) longitude and time of year

48 Why is less insolation received at the equator in June than in March or September?

(1) The daylight period is longest at the equator in June.
(2) Winds blow insolation away from the equator in June.

(3) The Suns vertical rays are north of the equator in June.

(4) Thick clouds block the Suns vertical rays at the equator in June.

49 Why is insolation 0 cal/em®min from October through February at 90° N?
(1) Snowfields reflect sunlight during that time.
(2) Dust in the atmosphere blocks sunlight during that time.
(3) The Sun is continually below the horizon during that time.
(4) Intense cold prevents insolation from being absorbed during that time.




[image: image2.png]10 The diagram below shows Earth’s orbit around
the Sun and different positions of the Moon as it
travels around Earth. Letters A through D repre-
sent four different positions of the Moon.

(Not drawn to scale)

An eclipse of the Moon is most likely to occur
when the Moon is at position

(A 3)c

(2) B (4) D



 
	Part C – Extended Constructed Response
	Part D – Laboratory Practical

	[image: image3.png]Base your answers to questions 67 through 69 on the cross section and bar graph below. The cross section
shows a portion of Earth’s crust along the westemn coast of the United States. The points show different
Tocations on Earth's surface. The arrows show the prevailing wind direction. The bar below each point shows

the yearly precipitation at that location.
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67 Explain why the valleys have lower amounts of precipitation than points on the
westem slopes of the mountain ranges. [1]

68 What is the yearly precipitation total for the four points located in the Coastal
Mountain Ranges? [1]

69 State one reason why colder temperatures would be recorded at the top of the Sierra
Nevada Mountain Range than at the top of the Coastal Mountain Ranges. [1]

Base your answers to questions 70 and 71 on the diagram in your answer booklet, which shows the latitude-
Tongitude grid on a model of Earth. Point Y is a location on Earth’s surface.

70 On the diagram in your answer booklet, place an X at 15 $ 30° W, [1]

71 What is Earth’s rate of rotation at point Y, in degrees per hour? [1]

PSE. SciJune ‘06 [OVER]




	At various “stations” you will have several minutes to:

1. Perform a Mineral and Rock Identification
2. Locate an Epicenter

3. Determine the density of one or more fluids

4. Construct and analyze an elliptical orbit



Summary

As a new student, be sure you have received:

1) a NYS Earth Science Reference Table booklet, if you need a copy, it’s available at:


http://www.nysedregents.org/testing/reftable/reftable/html
2) a hard covered textbook

3) a soft covered Brief Review text

4) The “Contract For Success” signed and handed in
5) Sign and hand in the Student Survey and Lab Safety agreements
6) Know the URL of my school webpage and use it daily for notes, handouts, lab copies and assignments (homework will only be assigned on the website):


http://www.schoolsnotes.com/11575/mrdutchen.html)








